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otherwise noted, permission granted for non-commercial 
reproduction of articles provided they remain essentially 
intact and credit is given to the author and original 
source. Where noted, the author retains the copyright 
and must be contacted for permission to reproduce the 
article. All articles may also be used as reference 
provided citation is given.  
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The Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas 
is organized for charitable and educational purposes 
to promote interest in the various earth sciences, in 
particular those hobbies dealing with the art of 
cutting and polishing gemstones, the science of 
gems, minerals and metal crafts, as well as their 
related fields. 
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POGM meet the First Thursday each month. 7:30 
pm at the Garland Women's Activities Building, 
713 Austin, Garland, TX, (Northeast corner of 
Austin & Glenbrook). 

  
  
  

�������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� �������� ��������







 ��������   

  

September meeting’s speaker will be Dianne 
Brownlee. You will not want to miss hearing Diane 

and getting to know her.  
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As reported by Mark Carter, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club  

 

Due to lack of the key for the Garland Women Building, the meeting was called to order on the Garland 
Women’s Building lawn. 
 
Since, we did not have a flag, the pledge was dispensed with. 
 
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the June meeting by Mark Carter and was second by Wanda 
Ftizgerald. Motion passed. 
 

The June and July treasurer’s reports was read, Del Grady moved to have them accepted and the motion was 
seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
The Sunshine report, we were lucky to have Jessie, Wanda, Butch and Patty all with us, whom we had not seen 
in a while. 
 
There was no old business to discuss. 
 
New business was September meeting’s speaker, which will be Dianne Brownlee. Also, outreach to youth and 
school groups was discussed. 
 

The Program/Challenge for next month’s contest is a short story contest to provide material for Anita and the 
Chips and Chatter. Also short paragraphs about yourself makes great entries for the Chips and Chatter. 
 
After a large number of raffle winnings, the meeting was adjourned. 
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Anita Dresner, Editor, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club 

 

I have been keeping you readers updated on the progress of what it has taken to keep a 
flexible timetable, a sense of organization, and through all this activity, the family is living 
amidst the going on. I spoke most of all about what it means working together, helping one 
another, and learning how to compromise. While I am speaking from a family viewpoint, this also is much like 
the family of Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club. 
 
Here in the family of Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral, we work on the same basic premises. As our president 
has stated in her message this month, it will not be long until it is time to elect new officers. We would like to 
have a choice of members from which to select officers. There are several members with that glint in their eyes. 
It speaks of sharing their talents and YOU too, need to volunteer; you know you do! The positions come with 
great pay and incentives! The incentives are the opportunities to get to know others in your club, other clubs and 
attend events and outings in the name of the club. The pay is even greater; the reward of having led the club yet 
another year, plus meeting people you never thought you would meet! You would be helping to keep the hobby 
of rock, gem, mineral and fossils in front of our youth and adults. Your club needs you! See you Thursday at the 
meeting. Have a great and blessed week! 
 
I would like to give you the address for you to mail your article/s to me for the Chips and Chatter: 3809 Skyline 
Drive, Rowlett, TX 75088. The contest mentioned in the August minutes sounds exciting; ‘The 
Program/Challenge for next month’s contest is a short story……, ……… also short paragraphs about 
yourself….”. 
 
 

########�������� �������� ��������########�������� �������� �������� �������� ���������������� 







 �������� �������� �������� �������� ��������
Ling Shurtz, Member, Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club  

 

SSppiiccyy  CChhiicckkeenn  wwii tthh  BBrr ooccccooll ii 
 

Ingredients: 

 

Broccoli (clean and cut to small pieces)   1 lb  Chicken Tenders (dice and discard fat) 
2 Tsp Kikkoman Soy Sauce      2 Tsp Cornstarch (to coat the diced chicken) 
Hot pepper (crush chili pepper, or pepper powder)  Some Chop Garlic 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Procedure: 
 

1. Combine dice chicken and cornstarch. 
2. Broil broccoli in hot water ( 2 minutes, do not overcook) 
3. Use non-stick pan, put 2 Tsp of oil, prepared chicken, crushed garlic, chili spice, soy sauce, and 2 Tsp 

water, to give saucy taste. 
4. When chicken is cooked, place it over bed of broccoli. 

 
Note: For Spicy Shrimp over Broccoli, substitute shrimp for the chicken following the same directions above. 
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Submitted by Mark Carter, POGM Member 

 

Way back in 1969, my family‘s summer vacation was a trip to the Pacific Northwest. On the trip, we stopped by 
Priday agate ranch where we dug “thunder eggs” for several hours; coming away with a nice assortment of 
“eggs”. This past summer, I returned with my son to revisit the site. We were staying in Bend, Oregon during a 
hot summer, we timed our departure to arrive at the ranch, which is now Richardson’s Rock Ranch which has 
the old Priday agate beds, at opening time to avoid the mid day heat. The current owners have had the property 
about 35 years and were very cordial. Andrew and I went out with borrowed tools and we collected 42 pounds 
of nice thunder eggs in a couple of hours. We were still digging the volcanic eggs out of the mud layer after 
caterpillars (vehicles) had cut down the overburden. In our travel to the site, it and the trip were vaguely 
familiar, as I reminisced back to a time when life was much simpler and collecting sites were plentiful. I hope 
that this site will be available 40 years from now for the collectors of tomorrow. 
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Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Club, Garland Women's Bldg., 713 Austin, Garland, meets the 1st Thursday of each month at 7:30 pm 
Lockheed-Martin Stone Steppers, 3400 Bryant-Irving Road, Fort Worth, meets the 2nd Tuesday at 7:30 pm 
Dallas Paleontological Society, Dallas Museum of Natural History, Fair Park, meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:30 pm 
Dallas Gem & Mineral Society, Ridgewood Rec. Center, 6818 Fisher Road, Dallas, meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7 pm 
Dallas Bead Society, Walnut Hill Rec Center, NW corner Walnut Hill & Midway, Dallas, meets 3rd Thursday each month at 7:30 pm 
Oak Cliff Gem & Mineral Society, Renaissance Hospital, 2929 S. Hampton Road, Dallas, TX, meets  4th Tuesday each month at 7 pm 
Fort Worth Gem & Mineral Club, 3545 Bryan Avenue, Fort Worth, TX, meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm��������
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Charles Q. Choi 
Special to LiveScience 
LiveScience.com – Wed Aug 19, 9:26 am ET�
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For a real treat, consider attending: The South Central Federation Convention 
 It is being held in Temple, Texas October 10 & 11, 2009 
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 &&&&&&&&11111111 
Submitted by POGM Editor 

As written by the Editor of www.scvgms.org 
 

HHiinnttss  ttoo  mmaakkee  ll ii ffee  eeaassiieerr   
 
Slow down that tarnish! Tarnish is caused by sulfur gases in the air. Chalk naturally absorbs sulfur. Place sticks of 
ordinary chalk in your cases, and jewelry boxes. Put it in your tool chest, too, since it also absorbs moisture. I have chalk in 
a few places along with Pacific Silver Cloth and Ziploc bags. 
 
To make labels that glow in the dark for fluorescent rocks, mix quinine and water to use for ink. It glows a bright bluish-
white under black light. 
 
White vinegar can get that epoxy off your cab. Just soak the cab in a little bowl of vinegar. It takes anywhere from a few 
minutes to overnight. I’ve tried this and it works. 
 
Discourage those snails! Don’t throw away those worn out sandpaper discs. Instead, cut a slit up the radius, and lay them 
down like a collar around the stems of your plants. Slugs won’t cross the scratchy surface! I’m going to try this one! 
 

Editor’s Note: I haven’t tried these ideas; unless, otherwise noted. Caution and common sense are advised when trying any new 
product or procedure. You’re on your own! 

�
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 &&&&&&&&��������
Submitted by Editor, Posted by http://www.mcc.org/reliefsales/ 

�

The Mennonite Relief Sale is an annual fundraiser and festival held since 1978 by the Mennonite, Amish, and 
Brethren in Christ churches of Oklahoma. The proceeds from the event go to Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), 
a worldwide relief and service agency. Similar relief sales take place annually in twenty-three states and five 
Canadian provinces, generating about four million dollars for MCC programs. For two decades the Oklahoma Relief 
Sale was held in Fairview; in 1998 it was moved to the Chisholm Trail Pavilion in Enid. Typically, about forty-four 
churches participate. 
 
Held in November, the event includes an auction of everything from artwork to quilts, from antique cars to wooden 
toys. In addition, there are food booths, crafts produced by Third World artisans, children's activities, and musical 
entertainment. Auction bidders raise the prices of items 
so that the money paid rarely reflects the true value of 
the goods. People at the sales are buying something 
more tangible; they are reaching out to help their needy 
neighbors throughout the world. Currently, the record 
high price paid for an Oklahoma sale quilt is $6,800. A 
feature quilt made cooperatively by quilters from all the 
sponsoring churches is a tradition with the Oklahoma 
sale. Ethnic foods, German, German-Russian, Amish, 
and American Indian, abound. Old-Order Amish serve homemade ice cream frozen in a large, gasoline-powered 
freezer. Over two million dollars have been contributed to MCC from the proceeds of the Oklahoma sales. 
 
This sale is one of many held in the United States and Canada to raise money for the Mennonite Central Committee, 
the relief, service, and community development agency of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches. The event 
features many handmade and homemade items including quilts, artwork, crafted woodwork, household goods, 
antiques, crafts, and food. 
 

Editor Note: Sounds like and I have been told, it is very much fun to take in and not too far away, possibly a day trip. 
 

Resource: http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/O/OK063.html 
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5th Place AFMS 2007 small bulletins 
1st place SCFMS 2006 small bulletins 

9th place AFMS 2006 small bulletins 
3rd place SCMS 2005 small bulletins 
3rd place, AFMS 2005 small bulletins 

1st place SCFMS 2004 small bulletins 
HM AFMS 2004 small bulletins 

2nd place SCFMS 2003 small bulletins 
 

CHIPS AND CHATTER  
Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Club 
PO Box 831934 
Richardson, TX 75083-1934      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To: 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

September 3, 2009 7:30 PM, 713 Austin, Garland Women’s Bldg, TX 

MEMBERSHIP 
Single Adult: $16.50 

Junior: $5.00; Family: $27.50 
(plus badge fee for new members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Member of 
South Central Federation of Mineral Societies 

Pleasant Oak Gem & Mineral 
Club Meeting 

First Thursday of each month, 7:30 PM 
Garland Women's Activities Building 

713 Austin, Garland, TX 
(Northeast corner of Austin & Glenbrook) 

 
 
 
 

Affiliated with  
American Federation of Mineral Societies 


